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in to declare, that could it be 
was neceſſary to Saluation, L. ſhould be willing to take 


vx ro 1 


A E 1 * E R, = 


” R * 2 N D 7 | 
AH Treatiſe concernin og Ain 
I have carefully peruſed, which, as thou 


informs me, is com ofed, to endeauour 
to reſcue me out of the fatal. error (as 

thou terms it) T have long laboured un- 
der for. the diſuſe of, being induced thereto by. that o 


rafion I gave' thee of beginning a diſtourſe with thee 


upon' that Subject, and the 7 tion of. mind I was 


27. By which Expreſſions thou ſeems to. make me the 
firſt Aggreſſor in this Controverſy : but I think 1 need 
not remind thee what was the firft Motive. thereto, vis. 
Thy mentioning the Quakers wilful blindneſs, when 


thou treats ſome ſmall matter on the ſubjeQ of Vater- 


Baptiſin, in thy printed manual of Penitence and In- 
Lars ga, ; which, hadft thou left out, and not meddled 
with, ueſtion Whether ever I ſhould have began ſuch 
yah with thee, which was wholly g MN there-. 
on, and thou knows I made 5 kale of of, as intro- 
ductory thereto; ſo that 1 . but think thou was 
the firſt cauſe of it. And ſeeing thou haſt taken ſo. 
e REL to ee to e * That Hater. 
"+. SO Nu 


ewn Water-Baptiſm , 
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« Baptiſm is the ' Ordinance our Savoiur, who came 


_-«. fown from Heaven to inſtruft us in tbe Way thither, 
1 has appoimed for one of the Means of Salvation, 


t zvichout which, according to the terms of the Goſpel, 


« eve cannot ever enter into that Kingdom”—— Which 


high aſſertion not being apparently made out agree- 


able ro my underſtanding (by the ſeveral Arguments 
thou haſt uſed to ſupport it) do therefore lay before 
thee in writing, the Reaſons inducing me to that'dif- | 
" ſent; which I think I cannot ſo fully do, but by di- 
ſtinctly going thro thoſe e of thy Treatiſe, wherein 

1 1 the ſtreſs of 


thy Arguments lie. 
:rſt, I obſerve the Handle thou makes of outward Sa- 
crifices and Offerings Mankind were in the Practice of from 


the Beginning, according to the Account we have of them 
Ih he a Scripture ; which, thou'ſaylt, © The all-wiſe 

Creator had revealed and appointed, whereby he evpected 
* fallen Man ſhould approach, and reconcile themſelves to 


& him, in order to obtain his Favour here in this, and. an 
&* happy Station in another World; and calls. them the 
15 Ws Method God e 1 the Recovery of fallen 
% Man.” The which great ſtreſs I no where fin 
them; who having ſhewn them the way they Thould be 
ſaved, vis. by the Seed of the Woman breaking the 


Serpent's Head.; which by Faith therein, working their 


Hearts in conformity thereto, he was pleaſed to extend, 


not being limitable to circumſcribed outward Rules or 


Methods that we read of: Which, I think, is plainly: 
manifeſt in the particular Caſes of Cain and Abel (which 


. thou haſt mentioned 3) the Almighty re arding the in- 
and frame of the Mind, which being 
firſt of all corrupted, ſo muſt in the firſt place be 


ward diſpoſition and 


brought into right order; without which then, God 
would not be pleaſed to manifeſt his Token of Accep- 


rance of Abel. So likewiſe thro' the ſeveral. Genera- 


tions in thoſe early Days, his Salvation to them was not 


attainable on any other bottom, but as that of Abel's' 
(Whatever their manner or cuſtom of approaching to, or 
coming before him, as to the outward, might be;) and 
likewiſe ſucceſſively to this Day, and will continue ſo 
thro out all Generations yet to come. Thy mentioning 
_ Circumcifion, and thoſe ſeveral Waſhings or Baptiſms 


which 


d the 
holy Scriptures mention, that the Almighty pod to 
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which were in Uſe amongſt the eus, do not affect this 
particular Caſe, they being 5 adapted and ſuita- 
ble to that ſhadowy typical Diſpenſation which gave 
way and ceaſed, in point of Obligation, when Chriſt, 
their great Anti- type and Subſtance, did appear and 


J was 


. 


offer d up; who, as the Apoſtle ſays, blorring our 
A rhe handwriting of ordinances, that was contrary to un, 
and took it out of the way, nailing it to his Croſs, . 
. Coloff. ii. 14. alſo Epheſ. ii. 13, 14, 15, 16. Nut nom im 
| Chriſt Jeſus, ye who ſometimes were afar ef, are made 
” | gh by the Blood of Chriſt. For he is our Peace, who 
n | path made both one, and hath broken down the middle 
all of Partition between. us; baving aboliſbed in his 
Fleſh the Eumity, even the law f Commandments, 
contained in Ordinances, for to make in himſelf, of twain, 
| one new man, ſo making Peace; and that he might re- 
ſe | concile Both unto God in one Body ly abe Croſs, having 
4 | [lain the. Enmity thereby. oo 
% Thy firſt great Streſs. on the Neceſſity of it runs in 
77 | theſe Werds: But 10 Put it without Doubs, our Sa- 
Je % oyour himſelf owned Baptiſm as a righteous Ordinance 
nw | and Inſtitution. For. when St. John Baptiſt refuſed 
© | © 70 baprize him, Chriſt argued with him the Fit- 
to f zeſt and Neceſſity of the Action: for as be was to be 
« any Example to all others, he ſuid it was his Duty to 
0209 every divine Inſtitution, and to fhew his Readi- 
d « neſs to comply with all righteous In junctions, Suffer it 
d, | © robe ſo.now, (iet me. be baptized by thee) for thus 
it bhecometh us to fulfil all righteouſneſs, _ ii. 15. 
ly « The Word Us in this Place muſk mean Me, and all 
« the People of God. Nay, afterwards, when there- 
was to be no more diſtinction between the Children of 
ug Abraham, and no one Land more particularis d tban 
another; but of every Land or Nation, he that feared 
od « God and worked righteouſneſs, was to be accepted of 
P" | © him, be took away Circumca/ion, the Badge of A. 
„ propriation and Seal of Singularity, and commande 
t | © Bapriſm to be ſeriled in its room, as the initiating” 
I's |} © Rite, or Entrance into his Church, and the Door of 
5 . be Salvation.“ | 8 8 ee pf th - AUREUS EE Sha 5 
nd Anſer. I know not any amongſt us who ever denied 
o | the Baptiſm of John 10 be airighteous Ordinance dd 
Iaſtitution (as well as all other Nites and Obſervations © 
2h | which Moſes received from God upon Mount Sinai, and 
| 55 Bj \ 8 0 . 18 | 1 delivered 
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— it, _ very 8 Ale, bag. PR ecial- 
miſſion from God to exerciſe” in But tha 4þ 
pliance. of Chriſt therewith, ad pe erpetus re 
It ever aſterwards to be aled in the hurek; 1 have al- 
9 again. The Reaſon of age Com- 
| — andeto Fw 2 Remiſſiep of Sins | 
| — the:Power and Operation ofthe Holy Spirit, which | 
be ſigviſicantly calls: h A laid to the: Rue. of every 

_ Tree, (pointing out» Chriſt juſt" at hand; the 
_ thor thereof) and did uſe the Form of Waſhing o | 
Baptizing the People receiving bis Boctrine; Which our 
bleſſed Saviour knowing to be as well a necefſuty Duty 
to them who were born under the aw, as Cireum- 
ciſſon Sc. which he had ſubmitted to before way not 
1 any to take upon him his outward and pubii 
ry to _—_ People, ti on 85 i fe 0 _ 1 ae 
part as: the othe 1 ery not bei ri- 
zed of befa Chaving it only: reveal'd to him, jon 
whom: thou ſpalr: ſee" the: Spirit deſtending, and re- 
mainiug on him, the ſame: is he which buptezerh-wwich 
te Holy Gboſt, John . 33.) ſubmiſſively ſaid; I have 
need; to bb baptizeg. of ire, and comaſt bon 10 nf g 
Ryt« the, 3 his great Deſign and Purp 
thereby, bid him to doit : Str it o be ſo N 775 
for thuseit becameth us to full all Rigbhiteouſusſi: Which 8 
Act boy infers to be an Example and Pattern for all 1 1 
Feaple afterwards to do the like; and that the Word 
Us, muſt mean me and all the People of God. Which 1 
Rxpoſition ſeems repugnant to the plain Senſe of the 
Next. We dan't read of any being preſent, to whom 
this Affair related, but our aden and © Foby, when 
this At was done; and hie Speech referred only to 
them both, on that particulat Occaſion: the word Now 
1 our Lord did not intend it as 
tanding Rule and Practice afterwards, in his more ex- 
* 5 2 3 For no ſooner. was ohn 
2 e en rat Maſter's Command, but he ful- 
fill'd enour of his Miſſion 3 * all the ourward - 
Types and Shadows under the Law did point unto, and 
wer ulgta in him. Andisthe words Thus and Falfü, f 
Ms that very act of eee completed the. 
ba mt, top bf 0901 146 6 ieee 
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. becauſe of the word Ie; it being 
clearly miniifet chat it related to them Two, only in their 
per Duties, (if it may be lawful fo to derm it.) 
K e lactor art of that Paragraph chou makes a poſfirtve 
| That he took awer 'Cixcarheiflon, cou 
manded Baptiſin to be fettied in its room, Gv. which 
I shall anſwer in its due place, thinking it not regular 
now; becauſe thou mentions ſome Pafliges which | 
d before Chrift was offer d up, „And prior d chat 
Dommiſſion in Mt. 28. hall firſt if _ to them, which 
will bring mo back again to the'other. Therefore ſhall 
begin with thy Ades, Chriſt ad; praQiſe 1 it; and for 
Proof cites Jubhm 3. 26. It is — — they came unte 
« John; and aid unto him, Rabbi, he that wits with 
©. thee beyond Jordan, to whom thou beareſt Witneſs, 
1 „ beholg the ſume buprizeth, (by his Diſciples) and al 
1 © Men come to him. This Baptiſm muſt be with 
Mater; becaufe the Kaly Ghoſt was 103 Yet given till 
” Whew: 6 Soby aig Ny days after the R 1 
of Cbriſt, Acts 2 i nid, be Phariſees tobrls - 
- that Fe gs and baprized more Diſciples than 
* Bowe: bn 4. 1. How vom the Phaiiſces bear of 
1 It, if it was nor an Oubvard ah ui Daprifis ? 
and ſince it was 0uÞways, it muſt be Watei-Baprifts, | 
« for zbere was no othey.” 


SSINT ore ren TErFESar err t B 
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read command, his Diſciples to baptize with Water; but 

that he hiinſelf, in his 6wn Perſon, did fo baptize, the 

Tos — . y mentions in the Negative bn k. 2. 7255 
1 vapriara not; but bis Diftiples Let it 

1s ered, he not only complied with, but al 5 command- = 


IJ — ſeveral external drm ing to the” legal 
„ | Diſpenſarion, whith ceaſed in point vf obligation after his 
l- Afcerifibn, which carry with 42 as great a force of au- 
a | rhveiry, and mere . his Commiſſion) than this per- 
d aide pee AQ, and de not thought permanent chere 


5 , by the moſt cärneſt Contetiders fot Water. Baptiſm. 
© |} And this AQ bf bis Dilkiples fes to Se at their Holt en- 
ſs” E * dem that Charakter: . 


Anfw, It is granted, That Cbric did permit, we don't 


ad ſeveral of Fobn's Diſciples became Followers of Jeſus, 


on his Teftimony, and calling him he Lamb of God, te 
ho taketh away the Sins of the World, John 1. 36, 3. 
and therefore no marvel they went on in their former 
cCourſe of Baptizing for a time, which they ſeem'd to 
de diſcountenanc'd in by our Bleſſed Lord himſelf, who, 
- when he knew the Phariſees heard of it, he departed 
from Fudea, and went again into Galilee, Jun 4. 3. 
And we don't read this Baptiſm of theſe Di ; was | 
{ -- diſtinguiſhed from the N of Fohn, by being called 


the Baptiſm of Chriſt. The Text ſetting it in a true 
light, when occaſionally mentioning the latter, beſpeaks 
it as yet not taking place, but as what was to ſucceed, 
and that not till after the Reſurrection of Chriſt. 
_ 'Thy next Foſition, (as being before that general Com- 
miſſion in Mat. 28.) God has commanded us to be lap- 


« ri2ed with Water, as the means of Salvation; an 


« brings for proof the Saying of our Saviour to Nico- 
„ demus, Except a Man be born of Water, and the 
„ Spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God, 
John 3. 5. which plainly ſhows, that Baptizing, or 
cc ing with Water, muſt be done before. we can 


& haue an hope of Entrance, or Admittance into tbe 


« Kingdom of God. You may obſerve Chriſt repri- 
b 2nanded Nicodemus, who was a Maſter of lirael, a 
CFeacher ana Expounder of the Law, one alſo of the 
ee great Council, that he did not apprehend what every | 
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ciples was. | 


* ordinary Jew might well underſtand, viz. That they | | 


< rhemſelves made Proſelytes,' by waſhing them with 
Mater, and then counted them new-born Perſons. 


- Anſwer. It was the great Wiſdom and Goodneſs of our | 


Saviour to adapt his Speeches to the People with common 


familiar explanatory. Words and Phraſes, to reach their [4 


low and mean Capacities, in order to illuſtrate and imprint | 


his Doctrine the more upon their Minds, which had al- 


ways a ſpiritual ſaving Tendency in it, as in this particular 3 


grand Affair 3 born again, and entring into the : 
8 ho he mentioned Water and the 
Spirit, yet I cannot underſtand he meant material ele- Jr 


Kingdom of God. 


mentary Water, but ſpiritual Water; which he not only | 


ſpeaks of there, but in many other Places, as Zobn 7.. | 


38, 39. Jeſus ſtood and cried, He that believeth on me, 


48 the Scriprures have ſaid, out of his Belly ſhall fow |} 


Rivers 


Rivers of living Water. - But this ſpake be of the Spirit; 
YJ which they that believed on him ſhould receive.. He 


5 20) 
. ve 5 N 


ene, 08. verlag fe, 
John 4. 10 70. 15. 80 that it is a frequent Term or 
U Speech our Blefled Lord uſed, to demonltrate the pfl. 
dying, cleanſing Nature of the Spirit by, to which he 
always aſcribe that ſo great efſential Work. I is the 
Spirit, ſays he, that quickneth ; the Fleſh profiteth no- 
hing. The Words that I ſpeak unto you, they are Spi- 
ris, and they are Life, John 6, 63. which he deliver'd 
Jon a particular Occafion, when he had told them, Ex- 
cept they eat his Fleſh, and drank his Blood, they bad 
Ino Life in them; as may be read in ſame Chapter, from 
ver. 48 to 63. Their Capacities was ſo low and weak, 
- | Jas to think he meant his outward. Fleſh and outward 
Blood ; and therefore many of his Diſciples, when they 
4 heard this, ſaid, This is an hard Saying, who. can bear 
it? And as his foregoing Words te them make appear, 
be intended no other than an inward and ſpiritual Ap- 
{plication z ſo now in this particular Diſcourſe with Nico- 
demus, directly points to the ſame thing, by adding theſe 
Words: That which is born of the Fleſh, is Fleſh ; and 
* Febat which is born f the Spirit, is Spirit. Marvel not 
i- F'rhat IT ſaid unto thee, ye muſt be born again. Ihe Wind 
4 ¶Ploꝛeth where it liſteih, and thou heareſt the Sound 
be hereof, but can ſt not tell whence it cometh, and whi- 
'Yy Ther it our ; ſo is every one that is born of the Spirit. 
Which I think. are as plain as Words can expreſs,. that 
th pur Lord meant the inward Water and Purification: of 
* Fhe Spirit, and not outward elementary. Water, as thou 
would ſt infer. The Marginal Note on that Paſſage in 
he old Bible, printed in 1600. explains it in theſe 
Words, vis. which is the ſpiritual 'Water, where the 
Holy Ghoſt doth waſh us into Newneſs of Life. So 
+ WSkewiſe Vilſon, in his Chriſtian Dictionary, Ferbo Wa- 
ger, gives the meaning of Water in this Place, ohn & 5 
Jo be the efficacy ef the * Ghoſt, cleanſing the Soul 
Is Water doth the Body. I have read, that formerly 
he Papiſts made the ſame Objection againſt the Pro- 
fleſtants, in reference to this Text, as now the Pleaders 
Pr the neceſſity of Water-Baptiſm do againſt the Qua- 
ers. And they, vis. * denied that Text 


to 
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tells the Woman of Samaria of living Water, and of 


to mean material Water, but rather the purifying Grace 
j: > is 
I now return to 'thoſe parts of thy Diſcourſe where . % 
I broke of. Thou aſſerts, He too away Circum- „ ;, 
« ciſion, and commanded Baptiſm to be ſettled in its e 
room, as the. initiating Rite, or Entrance into bis 
(Church, and the Door of Salvation.” Thy next Pa- e f 
ragraph thereupon is, FJaeſus came and ſpake' unto i C 
* rhem (his Diſciples) ſuying, All Power is given unto ſt B- 
m in Heaven and in Earth. Go ye therefore, aus 
« reach all Nations, haptiging them in the Name of | 
* the Father, Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. Teaching 
©« them to obſerve all things whatſbever I have com- 
e manded you. And lo I am with you always, even unto | 
« the End of the World, Mat. 3. 18, 19, 20. Thou | 


— 
of 


then farts our ObjeRtion, © That rhe Bapriſin lere nen .. in 
„ rionea, is not Water-Baptiſm, but the Baptiſm of e 20 


tte Spirit or Holy Ghoſt. But I hope (thou ſay'ſt) o 
e make it plain to you, that it was not the Baptiſm. of | 
« the Spirit or Holy Ghoſt, but Mater-Baptiſin; and 41 
% that Water-Bapiiſin is the initiating Rite, by which | 
« all true Believers ought to enter into the Church of 
« Chriſt, and is made and appointed as the Means 'of Dea. 
© Salvation. The Baptiſm commanded Mat. 28. was cann 
« oft Baptiſm by the Holy Ghoſt, becauſe thou ſag'ſt to ment 
« be baptized with the Holy Ghoſt, {ignifies to be endued and 
* avith the Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt ; which Gifts were all al 
% twofold, Ordinary and Extraordinary. The ordinary Iceedi 
* are all thoſe Helps and Aſiſtances which are neceſſary andi 
« for the performance of thoſe Conditions upon which upon 
&« our Salvation depends, partly by illuminating our point 
« Unaerſtandings in our ſincere and diligent Inquiries It is 
* after Divine Truth, and partly by exciting our Wills the E 
« 70 that which is good, and ſtrengthening our vigorous ples, 


% Endeavonrs in the proſecution of it. The extraorat- | the'o 
« nary are thoſe whereby we are enabled to perform dre ju. 


(not neceſſany and ſtanding Duties, but) Wonders | 
« and Miracles, in erder (not to our own Salvation, 
&« but) the Benefit and Advantage of others. Pray 
« obferve the difference between theſe two : A Man can-! 
bt be juſt, temperate, chaſte, &c. without the ordi- 
« -nary Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, and the Communication 
* of God's Spirit; but he may practiſe all thoſe Graces he B 
| Witiong 


om, 
moſt 
Salva 
hoſe 
ts ſo 


being 


/ 
© 


£ 
4 
. 


f 


> #* of Juſtice, Tetuperance, Gb 

% extraordinary Gifts or Communication of God's Spirit, 
F< whereby the Apoſtles and Primitive CATH n 
© enabled to raiſe the Dead, ſpeak with Tongues, heal 


21 
= 
© 
a} 


be rhe Sick, and do other Miracles. So that every good 
* Chriſtian may receive the Holy Ghoſt in an ordinary, 
e But not in au extraordinary way. For the Baptiſm 


„ the Holy Ghoſt, which in Scripture always ſignifies 


78 


Palvation to a 
. Fhoſe extraordinary Signs and pages, e 4 
ts ſo powerfully breaking forth, and uſhering in: Which 
Peing wonderfully propagated, and inceſſantly increafing, | 
The Minds of Peo am 


Witions, as that 


7 


ity, &c. without the 


* 


the being endued with his extraordinary Gifts, is now 
F< wholly ceaſed, and the ordinary Communication of 
F< God's Spirit only remains. Therefore it muſt be plain 


to any impartial Fudge, that ſince the Bapriſm of the 


a | Holy Ghoſt is long ago ceaſed, the Baptiſm commanded 
* in Mat. 28. which is ſtill praftiſed, and will continue 
to the end of the World, was Water-Bapriſm.” 


' Anfwer. L acknowledge that the Bapriſm of the Spi- 


Jrit, or Holy Ghoſt, is the extraordinary Gift and pour- 
| ing forth of the Holy Ghoſt, to the Salvation of all thoſe 
w 


o truly believe in, and obey it: But that it is con- 


Kfincable to working outward Miracles, as raiſing the 
Dead, healin the 8 i 
cannot but diſſent from, it ſeeming to me an Abridg- 
ment to God's ſupreme, almighty, over-ruling Power 
and Prerogative, and repugnant to holy Scripture, which 


ick, ſpeaking with Tongues, Sc. I 


all along declares it to be an inward and ſpiritual Act, pro- 


ceeding from We or Holy. Ghoſt upon the Heart, 

and no where calls th Cau 

upon any Emergency whatever, the Lord is pleaſed to ap- 

Point attending thereof) its Baptiſm, or ſaving Nature. 

Ut is true, it Peaſed the all- wiſe God then (when it, vis. 

She Holy Ghoſt, fell fo extraordinarily upon the Diſci- 

Fples, as mention'd in Acts 2.) to reach to, and convince 

The outward Senſes and Underſtandings of that ſtubborn, 

Prejudic'd Generation, who (in his unſearchable Wil- . 

Hom, knew) would not be brought to believe in that 

„ zmoſt glorious by enfation, (the, Extenſiveneſs of his 
1 


e outward Cauſes or Effects (which, 


x 


ankind thro' Jeſus Chriſt) without 


I 


* 


le afterwards came ſo to be 8 7 

t into ſuch, good and tender Diſpo- 

ey more readily embraced the * 
n MW 


pon, and progy 


" - = 
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ditect 'Fende 


(12) 


of it, by virtue of that Effect it had upon their Hearts; 
not depending or looking for thoſe extraordinary outward 
Tokens, which, in the Beginning, many would not be 3 
brought into the belief of without. And this ſeems to 
be the Caſe now in a general way, which yet is no 
Argument of that Power, or the Effect, the Baptiſm !; 
of the Holy Ghoſt” being ceaſed, (by which the other 
did ſubſiſt) it remaining anchapgrable viz, the inward || 
n the Soul; and was ever attended. 
with divine and ſpiritual Signs and Wonders in all thoſe | 


and ſaving Work upon 


who have rightly come under it; no Age nor Century 


having ever paſſed over ſince then but have F ; 

it, who. | 
could fay, They knew the Dead raiſed, the Sick healed, | 
ſpeaking with new Tongues, Sc. Which, tho a great 
Myſtery, and hard to be borne, yet is as ſurely known 
and 'vifible as thoſe which reach the outward Senſes ;_. 


many true Teſtimony- bearers to the Truth o 


1 


which, (bleſſed be God) I doubt not, but many in this 
Age are likewiſe experimental Witneſſes of. Or how 
can the Doctrine of the Church of England hold Aach 1 
5 cat 
unto Sin, and a new Birth unto Righteouſneſs ? which 
| 404 acknowledged by 
moſt Profeflors of the Chriſtian Religion; whereby it is 
evident, they confeſs to its Duration and Continuance, 
without limiting outward Miracles ſo neceflarily-entail'd_ | 
along with it, as not ſubſiſting without them: a Noc- | 
trine, in my Opinion, too mean and ſordid for any calling 
propagate s * 
* great a reſtriction on him who is the incompre- 
üble Fountain of divine and ſacred Myſteries, and: | 
reveal them to his People after what manner and 
way he pleaſes; and who can call him to account, or 
ſay thoſe things are ceaſed. and put an end to, which he. | 


— 


which calls it (viz. the Baptiſm of the Spirit) a 


is the Tenet generally embraced a 


themſelves Chriſtians, either to imbibe or 


hen 


can command in a Moment of Time ?;&c. 


22 


As tben I cannot underſtand, that the Baptiſm of the. 


* 


23 cho DEPT $20 


Holy Ghoſt is fo diſtinguiſhable only, by datward, Mira. - | 
| b ſee why. | 
X94 20+, Des not a. 
t, abſfract from, the 
Plain, ou sa- 
d ne 87. & N 
by way of} 
Alluͤſion 


n Mal. 28. 18 19, 29. ; 
ncy and Pointing to i 

outward Element of Watet ; it being vez 
viour often uſed'the Word Baptiſm when, 


Rees or ee eee 


82328 


22 . 
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the 4 
And this Commiſſion was of ſo high a Nature and Ten- 


Alluſion to the Nature or Tendency that Word bear, in 
tie carrying on his great Work of Salvation: Which, I 
take, muſt be underſtood in this Commiſſion. The 
baptizing there mention d, ſeems to be no diſtinct or ſe- 


* — 


parate outward Act, but purely that Quality which was 


7 to go along with, and attend their Teaching; which 
3 ſhould have that Force and Virtue. with it, as to bring 
or beget the miniſtred to, into the very Nature or Power 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt.; for his Name 
7 fignifies his Power, as is evident from many Places in 


Scripture : And the Greek Tranſlation (as [ have been 


# infacm'd) renders. this Paſſage. de 73 ous, chat is, into 
the Name; which ſhews, that thoſe particular Words 


there mentioned by our Lord, was not intended as a 
direct Form for them to uſe, nor does it appear they 
made ſuch uſe of them in their little Practice of Water- 
Baptiſm afterwards, and that their preaching had that 
ct u great Multitudes, (as is above: mention d) 

5 of the Apoſtles. in very many Places teftify. 


dency, that they could not go about it, when and how 
they pleaſed; but were commanded to wait at Zeruſe- 


| lem until they ſhould receive the Holy Ghoſt, without 


which they could not put that Commiſſion in execution, 


do be ſuch. powerful Preachers and Witneſſes for Chriſt, 
not only in Feruſalem and all Zudea, but even to the 


uttermaſt parts of the Barth, Acts 1. 8. And as it was not 


1 to take place till after Chriff was offered up, it ſeems- | 
inconſiſtent with the Nature of his Diſpenſation, to in- 


join the Uſe of the ſhadowy, ceremonial Circumſtances 
of the Law (which pointed unto, and was fulfilled in 
him) in the. Propagation thereof, (of which Water- 
Baptiſm. was not of. the. leaſt Account.) And as therefore 


bis own ſpiritual ſaving Baptiſm. had took” place; (be- 
"Wola * wand hi 


fore the Execution of great Command, by his 
Diſciples) which. he s have. all Men, and that 
abſurd ox inc onſiſtent to right Reaſon to ſay, He who- 
had all Pomer both in Heaven and in Earth, gave 
them, i. e. his Diſciples, Power to convey it where 
their N Miniſtry was received; as a ſure and cer- 
tain Token or Pledge of his ſending them forth in that 


ment 


lo great and mighty. Work, who, for their Encourage- - 


* 


full and extenſive Sipnification, without literally confi- De 


Chriſtian Profe ſñon? Can any Man forbid Water, 
ehe Holy Ghoſt, as well as ive? And he commande 


** * 
5 5 ” * 5 
. 


ment therein, promiſed to be with them always, even nov 
unto the End of the World. And ſeeing there is no tot 
mention of Water in the Text, ſo I cannot find it is either Cor 
intended or implied, without it can be made appear, row 
the word Baptizing can never be fully anſwered in its wh 


ning it to dutward material Water: the which, I con- litt 
ceive, is too hard and difficult matter for any to de- pat 
monſtrate; being firmly aſſured, the ſame is as well Ch 
and fully attain'd to in a ſpiritual, as carnal Senſe. And Dit 
therefore as thou wouldſt enforce the Baptiſm intended or 
in that Commiſſion, is the Initiation, by which all true tit 
Believers ought to enter into the Church of Chrift, and in 
made and appointed as the Means of Salvation to con- Ba 
tinue to the End of the World ; ſoit appearing clear to M 


P 


my 1 that the Holy Ghoſt's Baptiſm is it, 


there intended: therefore that is the Baptiſm which is m 
the Initiation into the true Church of Chriſt, and ta m 
continue to the End of the World.  - Vie 

Thy Aſſertion concerning our Saviour's taking away o 
Circumciſion, and commanded Baptiſm, 7. e. with Wa- In 
ter, in its room, have no Scripture-proof or Authority ta vi 
E it, and therefore reject it as ſpurious. 
Thou proceeds: Nut let the following Obſervations le 
« fink deep in your Mind : Suppoſe you could have the E 
«< extraordinary Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, they would be | of 
«* 220 hinderance to Water-Baptiſm, but rather a Qua-. W 


5 


© lifecation for receiving it. For it is plain upon St. ſi 


« 'Peter's preaching his Sermon, the Holy Ghoſt fell up- bi 
* 0x the Gentiles, <vho ſpoke with Tongues and magu. J 
« ed God. 'Wherenpon Peter appealed to the People, As 
<« cobether this was not a clear Evidence that God in. 


tended theſe Men the Bleſfſmgs of the Goſpel Coe : 
ec. 2 an 6 Au that, having the extraordinary Gifts, "they a 4 


« might, and'ought to be baptized with Water into the 


« that theſe ſhould" not be baptized which have received 


* them to be baptise in the Name of the Lord, Acts 
cc 10. 47, 48.“ N 91 n : * 4 . p 1 : te 
Anſwer. 1 grant that Cornelius, & c. receiving the Ho- * 
ly Ghoſt, did qualify them to receive from Peter what- 
ever he thought neceſſary to injoin them to, reſpecting 
bro Too e their 


4 


muſt have preremptorily perform'd it himſelf, without 


1 vidently ſo, in that he N it off from doing it with his 


XZ own Hands; and the 


„ 


. their taking upon them the Chriſtian ' Profeſſion ; but 
J that,,no ways enforce the Neceſſity of Water-Baptiſm 


now, to us Gentiles, becauſe of its being adminifter'd 


a to them, (if it was ſo) it appearing to be but an Act of 
Condeſcenſion in the Apoſtle Peter, to ſatisfy the Nar- 
ropwneſs of his Brethrens Spirit (accompanying him :) 


5 % which he knew, was not as yet favour'd-with the like 


7 


9 Degree of Underſtanding as he had been (tho but a 
little before) of the Gentiles being to be brought in, and 


partake of the like Advantage, by the Offering up of 
Chrift, as well as they. Therefore to take away all 
Diſtruſt out of their Minds (that he would not contemn 
or ſlight their received Tradition of ufing Water-Bap-- 


dm to New Converts and Proſelytes, being of late more 
in Uſe than heretofore, by the Appearance of Fobn the- 


Baptiſt, Sc.) he propounded this Query to them, Can any: 
22 forbid Water? &c. Which carries a Probability with 
it, of his not having it in his Commiſſion (for then he 


making that Heſitation) which yet appears the more e- 


— * 


ext is filent of his placing their 


* 


Initiation into the Chriſtian Church thereupon, t ey ha- 


ving largely partook of that before, whilſt he powerful - 
ly preached the Goſpel amongſt them; which doubt- 
leſs ſufficiently anſwer d Cornelius's and his Houſhold's 
ExpeRation in ſending for him. But this particular Act 
of that Apoſtle, carries not that Strength and Force 


with it, (if Precedents of that Nature from him are in- 


ſiſted on as ſtanding and binding Obligations, vis. as 


his compelling the believing Gentiles to live as did the 


Jeaus, Gal. ii. 14. Which we now no ways inſiſt on 


* 


ag:obligatory. to uW sm. af go es 7 
Thy next Pofition is: Nay, the Promiſe of the Gifts 
« of the Holy Ghoſt are thro Baptiſm: . Be baptized, 
4 and. etal receive the Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, Acts 
( 2 3 73S Es ; Ys ; Wn _ 
Anſwer. This ſeems contradictory to thy above Aſſer- 
tion, That they are not only received without it, and 
are no hinderance to, but rather a Qualification for the 
receiving of Water-Baptiſm. Both which to me ſavour 


” 


too much, of Superſtition and Bigotry, rendering thereby: 
the Subſtance too weak and inſufficient of itſelf without 


the 
60 8 


i 
* 
D 


as i River is ts 


ooo 
the Sign or Shadow; which Water-Baptiſm is generally 
acknowledged to be. I grant the Baptiſm there intend- 


ed in Acts 2. 38. may be implied to be that of Water, 
which yet amounts to no more than this; of Peter's 


and the reſt being zealous for the outward ceremonial 
Points of the Law ; and therefore as theſe who ſeemed 
to be new Converts, and inquired what they ſhould” do 

(being Fews by: Deſcent) wanting to give Pr 
Demanftration thereof, Peter recommends them to-the 


| Performance of that known ceremonious Rite and Cu- 
ſtom, vis. Water Baptiſm; as a convincing Evidence of WP? 


their being ſo in Reality, (it being a received Opinion, 
that it was neceſſary for Proſelytes and Converts to com- 


| ply with, at their firſt Admiffion.) But the Text is i | 


olly filent of mentioning, that the Gifts of the Holy 
Ghoſt was conveyed by, or thro' the Means of that Wa- 


ter-Baptiſm ; or that thoſe who were fo baptized, did 


thereupon receive it, vis. the Holy Ghoſt ; or that its 
ManifeRation'was reſtricted thereto. All which, I con- 
ceĩi ve muſt firſt be made appear, before that Conceſſion 


can be granted, That the Promiſe of the Gifts of the 


Holy Ghoſt are attained thro” Water-Baptiſm; for the 
Promiſe is ſo copious, not only to that preſent Generati- 
on, but to their Children, and to all that are afar off, 
even as many aste Lord our God ſhall call, Acts 2. 39. 

Thy next Poſition is: Water. Baptiſin is the initia- 


ing Rite by which all true Believers muſt enter into 


rhe Church of Chriſt, and is "made, conſtitutel” and' 
40 Fo ag the Means of Salvation. The Church, 


ou ſayſt, is an outward and viſible Society; our 
And as ir is ſo; has anourward and viſible Form of a 


« mirting Men into it; for otherwiſe it would not he 


4 known, or diſtinguiſhed from the reſt of Mankind ;, 
as in the Sen, becauſe it is no longer 
*«. diſtinguiſhed from it, but goes to make up a Part of 
Z ns 3 
" Anfwer. Thou ſeems to confine the Church of Chriſt 
into a very narrtẽ and fmall Compaſs, as not exceeding 


the Bounds and Limits but where Water-Baptiſm is 
adminiſtrec; which overturns that wholeſome ſound 

Doctrine of the Apoſfle Peter's, I perceive of d TVRth, 

that God is no reſpefier of Perfons 5 bu in cbery 


Nation 


5 


* 
f 
— 3 
/ 4-3 ; * 
An ' 
* 7 " 
2 


. Saviour calls it's City that is ſet on a Hill, Mat. 5. 1 | 


. ation, be that feareth him, and worketh Righteonſueſt, - 
r, accepted with him, Acts 10. 34, 35. Alſo Rev. 3. 20. 
* Pebald, I ſtand at the Door and knock: If any Man 
1 ear my Voice, aud - open the Door, I will! come in to 
d m, aud will ſup with him, and he with me; and ma- 


i 


other plain Teſtimonies of Scripture, which points 
Srth the true Church or People of God, net always 
e {@tinguiſhable to an outward Conformity or viſible $6- 
ety of People. Then conſequently not ſubſiſting by 
Pat Form or Ceremony of outward Baptiſm, as not 
Jeing initiated into it thereby; nothing being more 


2 Fertain, than great Multitudes true Members thereof, 
s according to Peter's Doctrine, as above) who never 
7 Peard of, much leſs practiſed, that outward Form; be- 
'- Ing, in my Judgment, great Ignorance, if not worſe, to 
3 Pold forth the contrary, and argue againſt its Viſibility 
„ Uſe ol it om t wo en 

. I ſhall now examine thoſe Inſtances thou brings of 
nme being baptized with Water, and ſee how far they 
8 Fill hold in making good thy ſtrenuous Aſſertions for 
- We Neceſſity of it. Thou goes on: © When Chriſt 
„ent bis Apoſtles to convert all Nations, his Com- 
„ @& mi Non was to baptize them: Go teach all Nations, 
Ft baptizing them, Mat. 28. 19. that is, baftizing all 
„bo. ball receive your Word: Accordingly it is ſaid, 
9 they that received the Word were baptized, Acts 2. 
„ 4. Purſuans ro what the Apoſtle had preached to 
7 them, ver. 38. Repent and be baptized. And we find 
9 it the conſtant Cuſtom tobaptize all choſe that ere con- 
' 8} werted to the Faith. Thus Paul, tho Miraculoufly — 
5 converted from Heaven, was commanded to be bap- 
op tized, Acts 22. 16. He baptized Lydia, and the 


Failor, and their Houſholas, as ſoon as be converted 
them, Acts 16. 15, 33. and the Corinthians, Acts 
18. 8. and the Diſtiples of John, ho had not yet 
A been made Chriſtians, Acts 19. 5. Philip baptized 
¶ the Eunuch as ſoon as he believed in Chriſt; they 
= went down into the Vater, both Philip and the Eu- 
nuch, aud be . baptized him, Acts 8. 38. And 
F Peter immediately upon the. Converſion of Cornelius 
aud tboſe with him, ſaid, Can any Man forbid Water, 
: | zhar theſe [ould _— Acts 10. 47. 3 
. 1 | | % 


e. 


3 
8 

8 . 
1 
A 

y 
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Te | 


ti ſo well known to be the initiating Rite into the Chri- 


i tian Church; that whoever became a Convert, whe- 
ther Jew or Gentile, immediately required Water- 
« Baptiſm: After theſe Inſtances, thou mentions our 
« Saviour prattiſing. it, which I have ſpoken to before; 
„ thou then only brings the ſame Inſtances over again, 


and ſums up the Argument in theſe Words. The Ar. 
* oument from theſe places lies thus: The Apoſtles did 


* prattiſe that Baptiſm which Chriſt commanded, 
« Mat. 28. But the Apoſtles did prabtiſe Water-Bap- 


„ riſm ; therefore Water-Baptiſm was that Baptiſm|i 


 « which Chriſt commanaded.” 


— 


Anſwer. I no where find that the holy Scripturesſſjs 
make mention, that the Apoſtles in recommending 
| Water-Baptiſm, did do it by Virtue of that Commil- 
fion, Mat. 28. or that they underſtood it was implied 


thereby ; or that they took thoſe expreſs Words, vis, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, there mentioned, to be 
hid 'down as'a Form for them to uſe ; which 'does not 
appear by any of the Inſtances thou haſt brought. 
The firſt thou mentions, Acts 2. 41. is the Form o 
John's Baptiſm, vis. Repeut and be baptized in the 
Name of Jeſus Chriſt for the Remi ſſion of Sins 
And it is mentioned in Mark 1. 14. Luke 3. 3. That 
John preached the Baptiſm of Repentance, for the Re 
miſſuon of Sins; and is ſuppoſed to have uſed the 
Form of Speech in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, in his 
' Baptiſm : the End of which was, that he, vis. Chriſt 
might be made manifeſt to 1/-ael, John 1. 31. and al 
ways directed the People to him, and expreſly tell: 
them, rhe Law was given by Moſes ; but Grace an! 
Truth came by Feſus Chriſt, John 1. 17. So that, a: 


— 


_ '» + he appears to be the firſt outward Inſtrument, preach 


ing him to them under that Title, the Probability ſeem! 
to have a good Bottom ; that he uſed to mention that 


Vaame in adminiſtring his Baptiſm, thereby raiſing the 


Expectations of the People after him to whom he 
pointed: the which afterwards continued as a Form anc 
Cuſtom, when Water-Baptiſm was adminiftred. 
We ought: to conſider the Infant State of the Chri 
ſtian Religion, whilſt the Apoſtles allowed of and ſome 
times practiſed Water-Baptiſm, (which was for the 
WP, £2 . mo 
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„ 
moſt part to their own Brethren the Jes by deſcent, 
o whom they thought the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel 
vas as peculiarly to belong, as that of the Law given 
our þy Moſes) and therefore what they chiefly did reſpecting 
re; NMWater-Baptiſm, c. was, whilſt this Veil was yet over 
ain, their Hearts, not ſeeing at firſt to the End of: thoſe Ce- 
Femonies and Obſervations, which went along with, and 
vere annexed to their legal Diſpenſation. So that they 
ot only uſed this of Water-Baptiſm for a time, but al- 
o many other of their accuſtomed Rites and Ceremo- 
ies, vis. Circumciſion, Purifications, anointing of the 
Sick, Vows, Shavings, Waſhing of the Feet, Sc. And 
ve find that afterwards, when they ſaw thro' the Weak- 
nels and Unprofitablencſs of theſe ſhadowy typical 
Obſervations, being fully perſuaded the Partition- Wall 
lliedfſvas broken down (by the offering up of Chriſt up- 
n the Croſs,) vis. the Law of Commandments con- 
ained in Ordinances, and that God had allo to the 
entiles granted Repentance unto Life ; yet were they 
always cautious how they acted to, and amongſt the 
eau Converts, knowing they were not to be broke 
If all at once from their received Opinions of Rites and 
remonies, c. which is very obvious from what the 
Elders ſaid to Paul: Thou ſeeſt, Brother, how many. 
Re thouſands of Jews there are which believe, and they 
the are all zealous of the Law, and they are informed 
is of zhee, that thou teacheſt all the es which are 
hrift i among. ſt the Gentiles to forſake Moles ; ſaying, that 
I. al they ought not to circumciſe their Children, neither 
tell to walk after the Cuſtoms. What is it therefore ? 
' the Multitude muſt needs come together, for they 
' will hear that thou art come, Do therefore this, 
that wwe ſay to thee, We have four Men which 
eemF' have a Vow on them, them take and purify thy 
F with them; and be at Charges with them, that 
they may ſhave their Heads, and all may know, that 
' thoſe things whereof they are informed concerning 
and thee, are nothing; but that thou thy ſelf walkeſt order- 
" Iy, and keepeſt the Law, Acts 21. 20, 21, 22, 23, 24. 
rom which it ſeems plain, they complied to ſeveral _ 
things. reſpecting the Cuſtoms and Obſervations - of the 
aw, purely by way of e to the: low wwd 
| M | 2 e weak 
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(as I underſtand it) was inſtrumentally conveyed to 


1 immediately there fell from his Eyes as it had been Scales; 


: (20) 3 = 
weak Capacities, of the People in the Morning o 
Cbriſtianity, and not from any Command from God 
binding” mem thereto. e. 
Thy ſecond Inſtance, vis. Paul's being commande 
to be Baptized, does not appear clear for thy Pur. 
poſe; the Baptiſm there intended, being ſuch as could 


waſh away Sin (an Effect that of Water never could 


accompliſh,) as is evident from the following Words 
of Ananias, Ariſe and be baptized, and waſh away 
thy Sins, calling on the Name of the Lord; or, as the 
old Tranſlation have it, In calling on the Name of 
the Lord; which Baptiſm being that of the Spirit 


him thro' Ananias; as we may read Acts 9. 19, 18. 
Aud Ananias went his way, and entred into the Hoſe ; 
and putting his Hands on him, ſaid, Brother Saul, the 
Tord (even Feſus that appeared unto thee in the way 
as thou cameſt) hath ſent. me, that thou mightſt re- 
ceive thy ſight, and be filled with the Holy Ghoſt. Anil 


aud be received his Sight forthwith, and aroſe and was 
_ baptized. But ſuppoſe it ſhould be granted, that Wa- 
ter; tho not here mentioned, was the real thing Pau] 
was baptized into, it yet amounts to no more than 
What has been already ſpoken to concerning the El. 
ders, £9c. being zealous of the Law. And we read par- 
ticularly of this Ananias, Acts 22.12. That he was a 
devout Man according to the Law, having a good 
Report of all the es that dwelt there. As to thoſe 
Inſtances of Lydia, the Jailor, and the Corinthians; it 
does not appear, that the Apoſtle Paul, who was in- 
ſtrumental in their Converfion, either recommended 
them to be baptized, or performed that Act upon 
them himſelf, albeit it is granted he ſometimes did 
uſe it. And he, who was no ways inferior to any of 
the Apoſtles, and had the Mind of Chriſt, and under- 
ſtood it as fully as any of them all, poſitively de- 


clares, that Chriſt ſem him not to baprize, but to 


preach the Goſpel, 1 Cor. x. 1). and in the two pre- 
ceding Verſes mentions whom he did baptize in theſe 
Words: T thank God I baptized none of you, Bur 
_ Criſpus and Gaius; and I baptized. alſo the Houſbel 


©: " 3 


* 


* 
5 


„ n 
of Stephanus: beſides, (ſays he) 7 know not that 7 
Baptised any other. Then furely he did not baptiae 
Lydia, the Jailor, and the Corinthians, as thou haſt 
mentioned he did; for he beſt knew what he had 
done, who pofitively ſays, I know not that IJ. bapri- 
sed any other. So that by his own Conſeſſion, it 
appears he did not baptize, i. e. with Water, the 
Diſeiples. of John; which thou haſt alſo placed as his 
Act, for then he would have been fuconſiſtent with 
himſelf (the Text mentioning their Number to be 
Twelve) in aſſerting ſo poſitively that he knew not 
that he had baptized any other. But as Water is not 
there mentioned that thoſe 3 was baptized 
into, ſo, I think, from the above Obſervation, there is 
good Grounds to believe that outward Act, at that 
time, was not performed upon them, by him, altho 
the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt was undoubtedly convey'd 
inftrumentally thro' him, to their unſpeakable Benefit 
and Advantage, being then capable to know (what 
their Water-Baptiſm could never do for them) and 
ſavingly partook of the Holy Ghoſt ; which they were 
ignorant of before. „ 
Thy next Inſtance is that of Philip's baptizing the 
Eunuch; which Act, and that of the Apoſtle PanPs 
concerning Criſpus, &c. are the only two plain Facts 
that we read of, that any of the Apoſtles did really do 
with their own Hands. As to that of Philip's, it was 
purely an AQ of Condeſcenfion 5 he neither recom- 
mended it, nor uſed any Arguments to' enforce the ne- 
ceflity of it: but, on the other hand, as he had been 
_ preaching Jeſus to him, preſſed the Eunuch to believe 
on him with his whole Heart, (as moſt. neceſſary and 
conducive to his Salvation) and only ſaid, Thou dy; 
which' plainly _— that he thought it a very in- 
different thing; far from laying that ſtreſs upon it, as 
the initiating Rite, by which all true Believers muſt. 
enter into the Church of Chriſt, and made, conſtituted, 
and appointed as the Means of Salvation: which, had he 
ſo thought, it follows, as a neceſſary Conſequent, he 
would have ſpoken in quite & different way and manner; 
as that thou Muſt, for without it thou can't have no 
hope of Salvation. It appears likewife to my Under- 
. . b ſtanding, 


®., 


| ( 2 2 5 ) ; | . 
ſtanding, as tho the Apoſtle Paul not only held it as an 
indifferent, inſufficient thing of itſelf, but adminiſter'd it 
as ſuch, in that he thanked God he had done fo little 
of it; which had it been of fo high a Nature and Con- 


cern as. thou haſt aſſerted thro out thy whole Treatiſe, 
be muſt always have perform'd it on all thoſe he was 


made inſtrumental 'to embrace and take upon them the 
Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Religion, which were many 
Thouſands, as appears by the Accounts we have of his 
Travels and unwearied Labours in that Service. But it 


appears plainly to the contrary, by his own corroborating 
indiſputable Teſtimony. ; the which evidently ſhews, 
that what little he did do of that kind, was but volun- 


| tary, and not binding upon him by virtue of that Com- 
miſſion, in Mat. 28. As to the Caſe of Cornelius, I 
have ſpoken to it before. From all which Places it 


does not appear, that there is either that great fireſs 


laid upon it, (as thou haſt laid down) or that they, vis. 
the Apoſtles, (in their little Practice of it) preſs'd it as 
ſuch, or did do it thro' a neceſſity from the ſaid Com- 


_ miſſion ; which I take to be of another Nature and 


Tendency, vis. the inftrumental conveying of the Holy 


F Ghoſt, with its ſaving Baptiſm 5 which, | whilſt they F | 
|} were truely exerciſed in their Miniſtry and Teaching, 
| their Hearers largely partook of, and were favour'd 


with: Of which blefled excellent Effects we have ſe- 
veral Inſtances in the Acts of the Apoſtles, that not only 
Zews, but alſo Gentiles reaped thereby, which was what 


their being baptized into Water could never effect; be- 
ing ſo far from that, that we read of ſeveral who, altho 


they were ſo baptized, yet neither knew or heard that 
the Holy Ghoſt was given, much leſs partook of it 
thereby : which afterwards they largely witnefſed, when 


they were favour'd with that of the Spirit, thro' the 
| . Preaching of the Apoſtles. So that I cannot 


ut think that was the only Baptiſm our bleſſed Lord 


intended in that Commiſſion in Mat. 28. and ſee no Rea- 


fon to fall in with the ſtreſs of thy Argument, That be- 


cauſe the. Apoſtles uſed Water-Baptiſm, therefore that 
was the Baptiſm there intended: And I am of opinion, 


that from what the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, viz. 


Paul, declared in this Caſe, the following Concluſion 
85 8 : * p MY 7 may 
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. had not in his 


*( 23.) 


may very well be drawn, and received as Orthodox, vis. 


That which he poſitively affirms in the Negative, he 
Commiſion to exerciſe, could not be 
deemed the Command of Chriſt. But he ſaid, Chriſt 
ſent him not to baptize, i. e. with Water. Therefore 
Water-Baptiſm is not the Command of Chriſt, 
Thy next Plea is "Antiquity : . ** And the Catholick 
* Church after them to hit day, ſaying, The publick 
% Nature of Water-Baptiſm being an outward matter 
« of Fact, of which Mens outward Senſes are Fuages, 
« it is tmpoſſuble for the World to be impoſed upon; nor 
«© ever can it be, in ſuch a publick matter of Fact.“ 
Anſwer. This Obſervation ſeems not to affect the 


' Caſe now in debate, which is not whether Water-Bzp- 


tiſm has been in uſe and practis'd in the viſible Churches, 
but how far it have a divine Commiſhon and Authority 
to ſupport it. And I think nothing can be more noto- 
rious, than the World being impoſed upon in reſpect to 


the Manner and Cuſtom of adminiftring Water-Baptiſm, 
which, as now generally received, and in Practice, ſeems 


repugnant not only to Scripture-Precedent and Proof, but 
allo. to its proper Signification. | 


Thou goes on, © As the Practice of the Apoſtles is 


% a moſt ſure Rule to underſtand the meaning of that 
% Command they put in execution; ſo the Practicè of 
% thoſe, who immediately ſucceeded the. Apoſtles, who 
„dere Contemporaries with them, and learnet. the 
« Faith from their Mouths, is as certain a Rule to 


* know what the Practice, and what the Senſe of the 


% Apoſtles ere. 


Anſwer. Seeing it is not proved, that the Practice of 


the Apoſtles, in uſing Water-Baptiſm, was done by 
virtue of a Commiſſion they received for that Purpoſe; 
I cannot therefore allow, that their Compliance there- 
with, can be called a putting in execution a Command 


which does not appear: but if Practice be deemed ſo 
neceflary a Conſequent thereof, then will it hold as well 
for Circumciſion, Sc. as this of Water-Baptiſm ; it be- 


ing very plain, that thoſe who were Contemporaries 
with them, and immediately ſucceeded them, did as 


well practiſe the one as the other, having the ſame 


1 


Handle for them both, viz. the Practice of the Here 
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And Church-Hiſtory gives us an Account, that Circum- 
ciſion continued in the Chriſtian Church for the ſpace of 
138 Years; and was approved of ſo generally, that 

Enſebius mentions fifteen Biſhops all of the Circum- 


Thou proceeds, ſhewing, 4 That one Age does 204 go 5 


« off the Stage of the World all at once; and that it waͤs 2 
« morally impoſſibis to-deceive ns, in what has been the : 
* univerſal and received Practice of. all "Ages up to the i 


ec Apoſtles And ſtuns it up in theſe Words.. All Hiſ- 
« zory of the ſeveral Ages confirm the Truth of jt; and 
© 220 0ne can imagine, but that if Water-Baptifm was 
an human Invention, or ſuperſtitionſly either obtruded 
1 or continued in ibe Church, ſome one would be found 


( ; in leſs than 1600 Tears to have open d his Mouth 
i againſt it, when T houſands ſacrificed their Lives for 


Matters of mnch leſs. Importance. 
Anſwer. A long continued received Opinion and 


Practice is no proof of divine Inftitution: For nothing is 


more obvious than the great Apoſtaly which overſpread 


the viſible Churches, almoſt from the Days of the Apoſ- * 


tles down to the Reformation; I mean that of Luther, 


Calvin, Wickliffe, &c. whereby many groſs Errors were =: 


brought in and cheriſh'd,. and became as Articles of 


Faith, c. and traditionally received as Orthodox, and | y 2 


agreeable to Scripture ; many of which they faithfully 
reftify'd againſt, according to that degree of Light and 
Knowledge they were favour'd with. 80 likewiſe ſince 
then, many have been raiſed up (who having clearer 
Diſcernings in ſeveral particular Points — the 
Brightneſs and Glory of the Chriſtian Religion) to with- 
ſtand and oppoſe ſome material things, which in that 
early day they did not ſo perfectiy ſee thro; which we, 
in this Age, reap great Advantage by. But if we muſt 
Mut our Hearts — believing in that which appears 
in a clearer Light to us now than many of our Anceſtors 
could comprehend, what benefit ſhall we reap by that 
Light and Knowledge it have pleaſed God to beſtow 
upon us, if we do not exerciſe it in thoſe things ſo eſſen- 


{8 _ tially neceſſary to our own Good; which, according to 


thy arguing, we ought-not; but to: receive and believe, 
and take for Truth . 
* 2 CAM PTE 


3 | 

| . 
Land Traditions of others? The which Handle the Pa- 
piſis make great uſe of, to prove not only the Infallibility. 
of the Pope; but their continuing in their ſeveral Super- 
ſtitions and Abſurdities, they having that of Antiquity. 
and Praftice on their ſides: which, as Proteſtants in 
their Anſwers to them on that Head have very juſtly 
Neected, as too mean and worthleſs Foundation for true 
Chriftianit to be built upon, ſo likewiſe I do reject it as 
uch 4 and ſhall, according to my. Judgment, keep to 
the Senſe of the Holy Seriptures concerning this Matter 
Pow in Controverſy. Tho I cannot but take notice of 
hy Infinuation, as tho none, in the ſpace of 1600 Years, , 
ad open'd their Mouths againſt it. I have read, that 
In the Year 1022. in the City of Orleans; near fourteen 
f that City of the chief of their Clergy, and the more 
Ppoble of their Laicks; were burnt alive; by order of the 
King, becauſe they did ftifly deny the Grace of that 


1  Falled Holy Baptiſm, and alſo the Conſecration of the 
s Lord's Body and Blood, And tho it may be objected, 
d Prey were looked upon and dealt with as Hereticks, 
- ſo was Zuther, Calvin, Wickliffe, &c. counted and all 
„ Ihe Proteſtants are ſo daemed, by the lump, to this day. 
e | Many of the Martyrs; in later Lears, teſtify d againft the 
f [{prinkling of Infants; and deny'd that Baptiſm had any 

| y next Pofition is, which now in courſe comes un- 
4 Wer Confederation, -** 27 be waſhing Hater upon the 


I outward, gives ths a Title, and is the means of convey- 
er ing the Sanflifcation of the Spirid in the inward _ 
16: Man; which fes a new and ſpiritual Birth upon 
h- . % thoſe, ho: baing duly diſpaſed; receive the Rite.” 
at Io fupport which, thou urges the Words of Chriſt after 
„e, is Neſurrettion: He that believeth, and is baptized, 
aft Hail be ſaved, Mark 16. 16, What Words can be. 
ars If Plaiuer? Baptiſm is here joined with Faith itſelf, as 
"rs. M' 2ecefſary to Salvartith..- He that veceiverh, an en- 

xt MW braceth the Goſpel, and thereupon becomes a Proſelyie 
ow and Diftipls of Chriſt, and reteives:Baptifm, the Seal 
en- of be new Covenant, hall, for alt bis former Sins, 

to if reverve: 3 ani, upon his Per ſeveranae, chain 
ve, eternal Zefe. Ob gion Promiſe t Oh bleſſad Means! 
ons : who can feen. N e ee pA "Ya 
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with that Commiſſion in Mat. 28. 19, 20. the nol” 
| 2 mentioned in the ſame Words, and ſeems — 


vis. that of the Spirit, becauſe of the efficacious Pro- 


parably joined with, its great Antecedent, vis. true 


Part and Matter of Water-Baptiſm, nothing being more 


either implied 
the Means of conveying the Sanctification of the Spirit 


perfect, for that a great many, after they were | ſaic 
to have believed, and were baptized with Watet 


not attain to it till they came under that of the Spirit 


in ſuch high Epithets _ it, as Oh Bleſſed Means 
ca 


to be aſcribed. and {ſpoken of the true and ſaving 
Faith, with its Effect; the, Baptiſm of the Hol 


. Apoſtles exhorted all their Converts to be baptise 
in the Name of the Lord Feſus, that they mig 
_ © receive. Salvation. from bim by that means; as .; 


Can) 


- Anſwer. The Baptiſm here ſpoken of, is the Tame, iſ 


vert 


eaſy to be underſtood what Baptiſm our Lord intended, 


perty and Nature of it, always attending, and inſe 


and ſaving Faith; without which we are never ca. 
pable to attain unto Salvation. And as the Word 
of our Lord are poſitive, and laid down in an unli- 
mited Senſe, it cannot hold good as to the outward 


viſible, than that ſuch a State as Salvation not ar 
tainable thereby, or that ſuch Cauſes attends. it, 2 
beſpeaks it (in general) a Conſequent of true and 
ſaving Faith; innumerable Inſtances of which we have 
in this Age, as well as ſeveral Inſtances recorded in 
Scripture : And therefore, as the 'Text have thu 
link d them together, under ' ſuch copious,  extenfive 
Expreſſions, wherein not any are excluded, I ſee nl 
room to ſupport. that Suggeſtion” of Water-Baptiſm, 

** ee thereby, or of its being 


in the inward Man; which Effect, we find, it wat 
not only inſufficient in the days of the Apoſtles tu 


yet were ignorant of a State of Salvation; and did 


ſo likewiſe down thro' the ſeveral. Ages to this day; 
the ſame Weakneſs, as well as Unprofitableneſs, goeff e 
along therewith-: And therefore thy breaking forth 


Oh glorious Promiſe ! awho can refuſe it! ought who 


Ghoſt being manifeſtly ſo, and not the other. 
Thou goes on with a poſitive Aſſertion, 7 


* * o 


read at large in the Afts of the Apoſtles.” © 


Auſiwe 


(27) Pays | 
5 Anſwer: +F :cannot' ſorm any ſuch Inference from any . 
ecited Faſſage in that Book, or any other in their 
yeral Epiſtles to the Churches; or that whenever 
4 ey did do it, they placed it as the means of Sal- 
ation by Jeſus Chriſt thereupon. Shall examine thoſe 
Faſſages out of their: Epiſtles thou haſt made uſe of, 
„„ ST  o. e507 ar, ol ent anc * 
Thou ſay ſt, .“ Sr. Paul rells us; that Chriſt loved 
his Churcb, and. deliver a himſelf for it, that. he 
might ſanfify it, purging it with the waſhing of 
Water, Eph. 5. 26. meaning that . Baptiſm entitles 
us to the Graces of | the Spirit, to purge away the 
guilt and deſilement of Sin; without which they 
both lie upon us, and leave us in the gall of Bitter- - 
neſt, and bond of Iniquity. And ſuch, (ſaith he, 
to the Corinthians). were ſome of you, till you were 
waſhed (in the Water of Baptiſm) juſtified in the 
Name of the: Lord. Feſus, and ſanctiſed by the 
oo of our God, 1 Cor. 6. 11. Which great Bleſs © 
ings of  Fuſtification and Sancti ſication, are firſt 
and chiefly derived on us in our. Baptiſin.” 
Anſwer. Thy leaving out theſe following Words, 
% he Word, in that of Eph. 5. 26. ſhows thy being 
ached with it: For that it fully explains the meaning 
the Apoſtle in that Place, aſcribing the Work of 
ntification and Waſhing to the Power of the Word; 
Wd what that effects (and not what is outwardly 
Wrform'd or done by Mes) which is an inward . 
d ſpiritual Waſhing and Purification, according to 
Nature and Property, as it appears in the Heart, 
Nis very fully teſtified in many Places of Scripture 
1 fun 15 15 No ye are 8 the . : 
ave. ſpoken unto you. Chap. 17. 17. Sauctiſy thou 
em thro' thy Truth: thy Ward is Truth. 1 Pet. | Og 
, ih 23+ Seerng you haue purified your Hearts in obey- © 
Ws the Truth, thro the Spirit, unto unfeigned Love. 
be Brethren ; ſee that you love one another with. 
Y bure Heart, fervently. Being born again, not of 
prible Seea, but of pres who ; by the Nord 
God, wbich. liveth and abideth for ever, Ver. 25. 
t the Word of the Lord endureth for ever: And, 
15 the Word which, by 8 * Goſpel, "ts preached unto, 
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von. James 1. 21. Neceive, with Mookneſt, the i 
grafted Word, which is able to ſuus your Souls." Thek 
with many more Texte, ſet forth the ſaving, Wen 
Work and Power of the Word, no reference being i 
the leaſt made to outward, elementary Means, as W. 
. ter, Sc. as neceſſary thereto ; the which the *Apofh 
very clearly ſets forth in this Paſſage in Epheſdans, it 
dais following Words, ver. 2. Thats he might: Fre | 
it to himſelf a glorious Church, not having Spot 0 
VMiinkle, or any ſtich thing; but that it Toouls be Hoh 
and without blemiſh. All which apparently ſhow 
he had no intention of outward Water, but only uk 
that Word in its familiar, extenſive Senſe and App 
cation, as the Produce and Effect of the Word, 5 
is like Water waſhing and purifying, wherever it 
ſaving Power is known; but to take it in an outwan 
and carnal Senſe, as theu would have It under ood 
is not. only doing great Violence to the Text, but a 
impeaching the Sufficiency of the Word, in. complea 
ing the Work of Sanctification for his Church, but 
that Element which is inconfiſtent with the whole Teno 
and Poctrine, contained both in the Old and | Ne 
\ . Teſtament, That alſo in the 1 Cor. 6. 11. is oft 
ke ſpiritual Tendency and Application, the Apof 
only reminding them of the great' unſpeakable Mer 
.and Advantage ſome of that Church aa partook 0 
by being redeemed from thoſe groſs Enormities ( 
_ + there enumerates, which, without doubt, had got 1 
much Entrance amongſt them; and if any continue 
in, they ſhould not inherit he Kingdom of God 
. _ _-which he wholly afcribes to the ſanctifying, juſtifyin 
Nature of the Spirit, in the Name- of the Lo 
FFeſus ; or by the Power and Virtue which attends th 
his one great Offering for the Sins of the whole Work 
which all, both %s and Gentiles, who draw nig 
unto him with a true Heart, in full affurance of Fait! 
Will receive and partake of; as the Author to ti 
Hebreꝛes in that whole Book largely declares: Whi 
be, who was ſuppoſed to be the Writer thereof, ve 
 . - fully and plainly teſtifies concerning” tho grear Por 
8 of Faith in that one great Offering, and the Benei 
attending it, to the being thorowly' ſandtified and jÞ 
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tified thereby, does alſo, in che liks manver, in this - 


| 28 Paſſage. to the Corinthians, reſer to the ſame 
Hong 


without any Intention or Implication (that I can 


_ 'underſtand) of any outward AQ, as. Water-Baptiſm 
going along with it; tho thou haſt endeayourd ta 
make him fay ſo in thoſe expreſs Terms, by putting 
in the Parentheſis, Joining with his Expreflions (in the 
Water of Baptiſm) and 
_ plac'd Till in its room, becau 


no doubt with me, but he directly pointed to the in- 
ward, purifying, cleanfing Nature of the Spirit in that 
Text, without any regard to Water as prior thereto; 


he having before that ſaw imo its weakneſe and in- 


ſufficiency, and declar d to theſe People now writing 
to, that Chrift ſont him not to baptiza therewith : 
which, of itſelf, is a plain Evidence he did not intend 
to 50 their Faith any ways thereupon. 


That Baptiſm vow ſave tis; and ſays, thou 


© knows aur common Objeftion is from the following 
Morat, not putting away the Filth of the Fleſh, bus 
* #he Anſwer of 4 good Conſcience towards God. R 


« thou ſayiſt it muſt be Water-Baptiſim, or you. c 


© make Senſe f the: Apoſtle's Words, or the Figure + 


© alluded tinto by St. Peter; who Not. the 
„ ing of Gad maitod in the days of Noah, 
„Art was a preparing, wherein fow, that 
« Souls, wers ſaved xo Water. The like Figure, where- 
e nt Baptiſt 40 © 2040 ſaus 1s 5 that as, as the 
Souls in ihe Ark were ſaved by Water, fo now Mater- 


ſuffer 
ws the 


derſtood, that there ſeems little need to fay a 


| | ny thing 
more than himſelf have done 2 boi 72 


peeſſions, as to guard againſt an Ob- 


copious in bis Ex | 
roltion that might be made concerning the Baptiſm _ 
be ſaying in the Negative what ir 


there meant, It | 
was not, vis. the putting away the, Pilth of the Fleſh, 
or Water-Baptiſm ; and then in tha Affirmative, in 


"oppaligion to it, what it was, rho Anſwer of e good. 


Conſcienca 


ave alter d the word But, and 
— 3 ws 9 
bf argument attending that than the other; which, 
_ however, have not ſerved thy Purpoſe :. And it remain 


hy next is the Saying of Prrer, in his x Epift. 3. 21, 


af as, eight . 
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repreſenting the Work in the Heart, aſcri 
alone to him, not taking in as aſſiſtant any outward 
Means of Water, or otherwiſe, that ſo their Faith 
might be wholly in him, abſtract therefrom; Which 

his two Poſitions, both in the Negative and Affirma - 
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Conſcience towards God, or the Baptiſm of the Spirit: 
80 apt are ſome. People to take things by a Wrong 
Handle, however plain and clearly laid down, to make 
them ſerve their own Purpoſe, that they will ſtrain 
and conſtrue them in quite a different Senſe, than what 
in. truth and reality cannot be fleod. by and s 5 
iſtle declared to them the great Reachir 


as in this + pong Text is very manifeſt... The 
in that 2 p : 


reaped by the Sufferings of Chriſt, who, he tells them, 
bare our Sins in his own Body on the: Tree, that we 


being dead to Sin, ſbould live unto Righteouſneſs; 


tive before related, plainly. make appear. The old 


Tranſlation of that Text, called Theodore Deza s, out 
of the Greek, have it thus: The -Bapriſm that mow 
is; anſwering that Figure, ſaveth us: Now that which | 
anſwereth a Figure, is the thing figured, viz. the 
| Subſtance 5 for it is abſurd to ſay. any Figure is the 
Figure or Type of another. Figure, and not-of the Styb- + 
T , oi A Pant >, 3 ood aarphe 2» 
I -perceive - how . flrenuouſly thou argues on | thoſe _ 
words Not and But, and that ig Scripture-phraſe. 


« they. frequently ſignify not Only, but Alſo 5 and brings 
e ſeveral Inſtances TE: as firſt that of Joſeph: 4e 
« vas: not you that ſent me hither, but God, Gen. 45. 8. 


« 24ly, Whoever receiveth me, receiveth' not me, but 
him that ſent mie, Mark 9. 35. Again, He that be- 
% lieveth on me, believeth not on me, but him that ſens 
% me, John 12. 34. Laſtly, Labour not for the 

Meat that periſbetbh, but for that which endureth 


e 70 everlaſting '\Life, John 6. 2. | And thus thou 
« ſayſt St. Peter's meaning is, That the Baptiſm that 


« ur fans 85, e e e dee, keln or. 
t auaſhing with Water, : which is à putting away tbe 


- 


by: whoſe Stripes ye were healed, Chap. 2. 24. and 
es the Power 


« Filth F the Flaſb, but alſo the Anſwer of a good Con- 


28 K. oe. geo rns e , 


— — 
1 
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"Anſwers Theſe) Fexts:.thou haſt: mentioned, do 


carry their own Senſe and Meaning with them, ſome-' 
thing being directly implied, as neceſſarily depend- 
ing; which is familiarly taken in by the Words Only 
and Alſo, whoſe Senſe would be imperfect, and 


Doctrine unſound without them. But this Text ſuf- 
ficiently explains itſelf, it * very evident the Apo- 
ſtle intended two diſtinct and ſeparate Baptiſms, 2 
the Words Not and But; diſtinguiſhing them ſo 
clearly that he gives no room to join Only and Alſo 
with them, whoſe Senſe is intire, as well as Doctrine 
very comprehenſive and orthodox as it ſtands. And 


this ſame Apoſtle did, to the reſt of his Brethren, 


ive a clear Account of his making a ſeparate Di- 
Ginftion betwixt Water-Baptiſm,” and that of the Spi- 
rit or Holy Ghoſt, Acts 11. 15, 16. and we don't read 


that ever they were joined together or called one; 
which will be ſpoken to hereafter, © And this, thou 


« ſayſt, will be more evident, if you. conſider that 
4 the. Baptiſm chiefly adminiſtred when this Tert 
&« was recorded, was to the adult Perſons: at their. full 


„Age; who were examined, and were to give a 
good Account of their Faith and Repentance, aud 


« actually promiſed, before the People, that they would 


lead good Lives for the future; and ſo Bapriſm- was 
 * ſaid to ſave them, and doth now alſo us, not merely 
45 it is the putting away the filth of the Flaſb, but 


da it leads us to the Anſwer, or Stipulation, - or 


Covenant of leading good Lives. 


Anſwer. I agree with thee, that Baptiſm, when it 
was then adminiſtred, was to the Adult 


that the Scripture mentions that particular Form and 
Method attending that Ceremony, which thou ſayſt 
was then in uſe ; nor can I find they lay any ſtreſs of 


Salvation in the Uſe of it, (any more than they. did 
on Cireumeiſion, Sc.) or that they ever call it a Part 


of, or went along with, to make up the ſaving Baptiſm 
of Chriſt. * — 5 1 $$} 405 N 5 ; r vey JF CIETY "of pe 


I 1 — 
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| at their full 
Age, (which Conceſſion of thine ſeems to overturn the 
darling Tradition of uſing it to Infants,) but cannot find 
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Thou pi PR.” any Should miſtake" St. 15 
n Peter, and apply Baptifn, as thoſe of your Perſua- 
« fon do, to Works of Aae, St. Paul in bis 


I « Epiſtle to Titus, told us, T hat the Mercy of God” 
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is the Goſpel Revelation, was not by any Works 
4 „ Righteouſneſs ; ; but the recerving of Men into the —9 
« py Privileges of the Chriftiau Covenant by Baptiſm, 
t of rhe gracious Influences of 
the Hol Spirit attending a Admiſſion into it. 
ſi and Love of God our Saviour towards 
nred, wot by Works of Righteouſneſs, which 
3 according to his Mercy be keg 
"of Regeneration, and renewing of 
itus 3. 4, 5- Which Words: pla 
X y he Bond tr but Neceſſury of ei 
4 a order to Regeneration, wit hour 
<« which our Saviour tells us, wwe cannot entor into 
be jor Gl of God, either bis King dom of Grace 
© here, or bereafter : both which are entail 4 


| . on thoſt avbs by Faith and Baptiſm follow him in the 
— — Mat. 19. 28. a by Baftiſm will be 


© ſaved, Mark 16. 16. For as many as have been bap. 
4 rized imo Chriſt, have put on Chriſt, Gal. 3. a). and 
_ ft! obtains Remiifion of Sins Sins, Acts 2. ue | 
Anſwer. I cannot underſtand how the le Peror's 
Doctrine concerning the ſaving Baptiſm, can 3 rightly 
applied, but in an inward and ſpiritual Senſe, as the 
Work of Righteouſneſs and Sancti fication in the Heart, 
in which Senſe we take it, and not otherwiſe ; the 
which alſo that of the Us Paul's to Titus, ſeems 
very much t confirm, directly there tells us what 
docs not fave, vis. Works of Righteouſneſs which we . 
have dune; and then, in Oppoſition! to * plainly 
declares what does, os. The waſbing onerd- 
mon, and r Habe Holy Ghoſt: As — [oo a 
4 to chat of Porer's as, I think, is in — 
| n 


both running in one Line, and center ia 
yoo] ws thing, both: ing what it is not; and then 
oh it is; 7 which ir ap 


ary; "CY, plain they referred 
to the inward and f| ork in the and 
excluded outward eng _ what might be termed 
as þ of a GO 1 as 4 

reature 


* 
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Cre: e ** from havin any Share there - 
in; 1255 if gettin g forth, A thou ayft, not only tg 
Benefit, Put: Veet of Water-Baptiſm, which, 
the moſ}, can. be. .rgrmed but an 0 18 vilibie ka . | 
(and generally. ac 2owledged only as a Repreſenta- ; 
tian of Figure of that which is really ſaving in itz 
own.” Property, "ard wrought only by a divine ſupe- 
rior Power in the Heart) and Hs e incluſive in 
he. Apoſl le's ee as what does not faye. And 
3 40 f nite oppoſi 0 to his Doctrine, to take the 
hing in a diſt ſtinct 96 Senſ from Re- 
peer, it being. only. uk of Allufion to 
the Extenſi veneſs of has” Wy e K within,” and 
very pertinent ther to; ; FT which is a very frequept 
Word to denote is cleanſing Nee. of 10 pirit 
— io. hol na Wer z which, if RaZRed to an qutward 
0 Senſe, * would guite overthrow the 8 = 
* . Op of its Scope and Tendency.. As to that. 

PZ 992 Ha aviour's, in Mas. 19. 28. n 15 
be | Diſciples. falloying him in the. Regeneration 3 t hs 5 
e, to t hink 'be referred 0 any thing 
b. hut the 1 Work af Sanckifcation and Re 
nd tion, which, Fopbele! 8, his Diſciples had p artos wh 
Ji 2 very blokes” becauſe, of their 5 inti- 
tuled to "BE; "8 ed excellent mii, He was 
poles. to tell, 2 "an they ſhould be Partakers of, 
pe. neyer read was Sele upon any, by Vir- 
tue of their Gy: der, and ſubmitting 80 the 
frifteſt $ outwa 12 Wh ations and Ceremonies what- 
loever, they 10 "waking the Comers thereunto 
Low 28. e 5 to th : 9 That in 


— 


96. T 68 poken ro oy . alſo 1 in 405 : 
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ms yet more rengt then- 5 
ing,our, Qrine, t 18 and u 1 
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rect 12 50 rful favi 
8 Leon 4 0 855 e (as kayo" beep ſaid 


before) is only aſcrib: 95 to; that 5 the Ho 81 * 
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55 World.” 


dition, ought to be decifive in the Caſe, *© © 
T indeed baptize you with Water unto Repentance ; but 


| ſhoes I am not worthy to bear: he ſhall 3 "hoy 
evith. the Holy Ghoſt, and with Fire. See al 


_ tively, Feſus himſelf baptized not, i. e. with Water, 


Diſciples after his Reſurrection in theſe Words, For 
| 1 truly baptized with Water, but ye ball be 


uſed or implied? Read Acts 2. 3, 4. And there ff 


-other Ton wes, as the Spirit gave them 'Utteranit 


' tures, knew only the Baptiſm of 'F'b , Wy DONS, 227 
and Priſcilla inſtructed more perfectiy in the way 


« his Baptiſm being «ceaſed, Wa 1 is ceaſed | © 


oy Let it be noted, thou ſayſt, That there H 
« were three Water-Baptiſms in the World at one time, A 
« e Jewiſh, Sr. Johns, and our Saviour s. The two 
« firſt are aboliſhed, but the latter remains, and ail 
« do ſo, by the Promiſe of Chriſt, to the End. of. the 


Anſwer. As the Scripture no where calls the Baptiſm 
of. Chriſt, Water-Baptifim ; but always makes a ma- 
nifeſt Diſtinction between the one and the other, let 
us attend ſtrictly thereto, ſeeing that, and not Tra. 


* 


PFirſt take the Baptiſt's own Teſtimony, Mat. 3. 11. 


be that cometh after me, is mightier than I, whoſe 
| See alſo Mark i. 
8. Luke z. 16. John 1. 33. The Scripture ſays poſi 


John 4. 2. Our Saviour diſtinguiſheth them to "his 


aptized with the Holy Ghoſt, not many Days henct, 
Acts 1. 5. And when they PROSE of this, is then 
any. manner of room to ſuppoſe that Water was either 
peared unto them cloven Tongues, like as of Fin 
759 each of them: and they were « 


"FF 4% 6 


Acts 11. 15, 16. Apollos, a Man ern ty in the Serif 


8 n 1 "BAT: 1 0 | 
ies derne 2 
55 Chritts | 
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afed brite in his Query to the Diſciples at Zpbeſus : 


+ . Have ye received the Holy Ghoſt ſince ye believed ? 
ime Aud they ſaid unto him, Ne have not ſo much as 
gap Heard whether there be any Holy Ghoſt. And he 
i %% unto them, Unto what were ye then baptized? 
on FC they ſaid, Unto John's Baptiſm. Then ſaid Paul, 


ptiſm 


zying unto the People, That they ſhould believe on 
ma. im which ſhould come after him, that is, on Chriſt 
let Nes. N. hen they heard this, they were baptized in 
Tra. e Name of the Lord Feſus. And when Paul had 
laid his Hands upon them, the Holy Ghoſt came on 


2 hem; and they ſpake with Tongues, and fropheſied, 


5 but 
whoſe 
e you 
ark 1. 


Ware: 
o his 
8, For 
all be 
henct, 


hich have been ſpoken to before, is a very clear 
Diſtinction between the two different Baptiſms, 1 Pet. 
3. 21. Not the putting away the filth of the Fleſh ; 
bus the Anſwer of a good Conſtience towards God. 

From all which Paſſages it is very evident, Chriſt's 


tim from Water-Baptiſm, both as to Matter and 
Subſtance; and therefore our eſteeming it ſo, is no 
Novelty, or our own Invention, -but founded on Scripture 


ns Vater-Baptiſms being 'in the World all at once, un- 
of ind our Saviour's, is n by it; the two 
ere iotmer ceaſing, in point of Obligation, when his took 
Fo Thou ſayſt, It will be proper here to ſhew you 
wk. what it is that makes the Difference of 'Baptiſms : 


Ted ' miniſtred ; for all outward Baptiſms are Water- 


2 f Baptiſms, as the Word Baptiſm, Waſhing, ſignifies. 
7% But they differ ; firſt, In the Ends for which they 


Baptiſm was ever held a diſtinct and wy * Bap- 


Nor the outward Matter in which they are ad- 


John verily baptized with the Baptiſm of Regentance, 


Acts 19. 2, 3, 4, 5, C.. That alſo of the Apoſtle Peter's, 


Authority: But canndt ſee that thy Notion of three 


ler thoſe ſeveral Appellations, vis. the cus, John's, 


S 


Wor were inſtituted : ſecondly, In the Form in whic 
> be they are adminiſtred.” „ 8 
0 en Anſwer. I readily agree with thee, as to the different 
= ui ade thou makes between the Zewi/h Baptiſms, and 
y why Fur Saviour's; but until thou canſt make it appear 


"HAYS 4 

Detwe Wm... e e OI OTE St ORE | 

2. ere, I cannot allow it to be with the ſame outward 
5 1 f N tra 2,2 $0.0 1 64 E 2 1 3 | : ; of 7 Matter 


8 


Chriſt 


o be ſuch an. outward ceremonious AQ as theirs - 


UT 16 1 
Matter as 5 valle into Fk z Which, 1 14k! Ut 
only repugnant. to its fpiritual Nature, FA Alſo con. 
tra iftory to_the before-mentioned Teſtimonies of our 
Saviour, John the Baptift, and the Apoſtles, who 4. 
ſcribe that of Water only to John, and no where in- 
ferrs Chriſt's to be with the ſame Matter 
For thy ſecond Obſervation, As to the Forth in 
which Water-Baptiſms are adminiftred, enforces no. 
thing of its being the more that of Chriſt's thereby; 
for there is no Scripture-Proof, that the Apoſtles ever 
made ule. of that Form, Ir tho Name o UE the Father, 

- Son, and Holy, Ghoſt, in hor little Practice of ater. 
Baptiſm ; or injoined, t the U ſe of it afterwards. And 
tho they have crept in ice, and been uſed as a Form 
in the Practice o Water-Baptiſm, to ſtamp the greater 
Authority thereon, , as a neceffary Conſequent; be 
cauſe. thoſe Words are mentioned by our Lord In that 
Commiſſion ſpoken. to before, Teach all Natiohs, baj- 
tising them; Nee. that therefore that Bap ;tiſm Was Wa 
ter- Baptiſm; which we think no ways the more 

Forcible thereby: but, on good Grounds, difſent- there 
from, (believing the generality of People, ih this Mar 
ter, are more influenced by "Traditioh, and Cu ion), 
than ſound Judgment) which, as we ever did, fo di 
lill eſteem it moſt agrocable to, 1 conſiſt ent with 
the Doctrine of the N ian Religio Bo (28, con containel 
in the Scriptures | of Truth ;) and th hat thoſe Ex pref: 
Bons were only to ſet for 0 the 50 pirittal Advattan 
and Prerogatives. they ſhould ex { with who partook 
of his own faving Baptiſm, thro! their preaching : or 
as thou haſl i I, being made Members of his Body, 
of his Fleſh, and of his Bones, Epheſ. 5. 36. that we 
might receive an Ado tion of Sons; henceforth n 
more Servants, but Sons of God, and Heirs x 
| Heaven. 1 
Thou ſaylt, 8 "Cori M's Pirie could not he Jobs) 
| . 8 ok for Chriſt. maae "RR, unto bel 
de 207 0 Jo 
| 1 this, en aan infer, - agg -ufinp 
8 Water. aptiſm, and 11 ther ON ts Fn: le. iſciple 
b himſelf; which I have flak E. before, and 


"ow Scripture hewns by at he did not practi 


* * . 


- edna” ood . ] .. è . irnoae 


„ 
it, nor was it ealled his Baptiſm, As to Fobn's de- 
creafivg, and Cherift's incteaſing, muſt be underflood. 
of their two different Diſpenſations; one being under 
the Law, with viitward Figures, Rade, bo. the 
other with and by the Spirit, or the plentiful Pour- 
ings" of it forth' upon all Fleſh; o. ROD Be ee oh 
For thy Obſervatien, That Water-Baptiſm did not 
ceaſe with John, &c. I have alſo treated upon it 
before, to which refer thee. | 


I have now gone thro? all the argumentative Patt 
of thy Treatiſe; and, according to my Senſe and Judg- 
ment of the Matter in debate, have delivered my 
Thoughts * being fully ſatisfied of the Coti- 
tinuance of the Holy Ghoſt's Baptiſm in the manner 1 
have already ſet it forth, and that it will remain fo to 
the End of the World, and of irs being ſufficient to Sal- 
vation without Water. Baptiſm; which does not ap- 
pear from Scripture, or right Reaſon, to be any Part 
thereof; any more than outward Circumcifion was a 
Part of, or made up the Circumciſion of the Heart, 
in the Spitit; which the Apoſtle's Obſervation there- 
on is worth our while to take due notice of, Rom. 2. 
28, 29. For he is nor a Jew, which is one ourward-. 
ʒ neither is that Ciretmeiſion, which is outward in 
me Pieſh + Bu he is a Jew, which is one inward- 
V; and Circumciſion is that of #he Heart, in the 
Sptrit, whofe Pruiſe is not of Mon, but of God. Then, 
unanſwerably, he is not a Chtiſtian, that is one out- 
ward 5 nor is that Baptiſm, that is of the Fleſh : But 
he is a Chriſtian,” that is one inwardly; and that is 
Baptiſt, that is of che Heart, in the Spirit ; whoſe 


vailerh any thing, nor Untircumbiſion z but 's new Cred- 
ture, Gal. 6. 15. So likewiſe may it ſafely be Tajd of 
Warer-Baptiſm, (being in its elf no more than Cir- 
camciſion was, an outward and viſible Repreſentation) 
that neither being baptized wich Water; availeth any 
raid, nor being ünbaptized wick Water; but a new 
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The remaining part of thy T 
Aſſurances of very great Advantages and Benefits in 
my ufing thereof, and the great Deſtruction and Ruin 
which will be my Lot, if continue in the diſuſe of 
it) nèeds, as I think, no further Reply or Anſwer 


(380 


than what I have already given; yet cannot paſs it 
altogether over, without making a few Remarks there- 


Firſt, Lobſerve how thou wouldſt inſinuate, That 
et weak, ſhort. ſigbted Man ſhould preteud to be wiſer 
« than Wiſaom itſelf, aud find fault with the Inſti- 
« tutions of our Saviour, as being -t00 much upon the 
% outward ; and think he can and may ſpiritualize 
„them finer, and make the Way ſhorter than he has 


% Zone.” Which I take to be directly levied at us, 
the People called Quakers. © 


Anſwer. We are ſo far from thoſe Pretenſions, or 
from finding fault with the Inſtitutions of our Savi- 
our, that I may venture to ſay, no ſort of Chriſtians 
whatever, have greater eſteem for them, and preſs 
each other to the right and faithful Performance of 


them. But as Water - Baptiſm does not appear to us 


to be ſo, we therefore deny the Uſe of it; not daring 


to build our Faith on the received Notions and Opi- 
nions of others. However we are repreſented by our 


Ad verſaries, who have not ſtuck to brand us, becauſe 
thereof, with being the moſt poiſonous Sect which this 
Day infeſt the Church of Chriſt, cc. 


+ Secondly, Thou aſſerts, The Waters of Baptiſm 


&« are as neceſſary to the cleanſing of our Souls, as 
« the Waters of Jordan were to the cleanſing of Na- 
« aman; and repreſents our Saviour uſing the ſame 
« Mords to me, as the Prophet. did to him: Waſh, 


* be baptized, and be clean. 


Anſwer: When 1 have as clear an Underſtanding, 


that Chriſt calls to me to - be. waſhed in outward 


Water, | for the cleanſing | a; . 2 Soul from its Sins, 


(as Naaman had, that the Prophet bid him go waſh 
in Jordan and be clean) I hope I ſhall, with all 


Humility and Subjection, cloſe in therewith : But 5 
N e Ts 9 7 7 os 


w# ES 


atiſe (contaiving | 


rer .  wGrcmnm a. 


e a; as 


of it, being well aſſured, That what is not of Faith, 


whole Diſcourſe; wherein thou haſt confined Salva - 


ter into the Kingdom of God. Alſo the initiating 


fore we can have any Hope of Entrance or Admit- 
tance into the Kingdom of God. That the great 


who cannot ſee that abſolute Neceſſity in it; and | 
Covenant certainly is Chriſt) nor can claim no Right 


to the Promiſes of the Goſpel, or have any Right or 


of uſing Water. Baptiſm; which, to me, ſeems irre- 
concileable with thy above Confeſſion concerning the 


general, univerſal manner, to all thoſe, under what 
Name or Profeſſion ſoever they may go, who 252 


that can be made appear, I dare not run the hazard 
u.. 


Thirdly, Thy acknowledging, as if God had not 
tied himſelf fo far, as not to ſave, if he pleaſes, with- 
out Baptiſm, i. e. with Water, carries a face of Cha- 
rity along with it, and ſeems very repugnant to thy 


tion to no greater Extent than to where, and as it 
is adminiſter'd, in very abſolute pofitive Terms, 
(without any Reſerve to the Interpoſition of that di- 
vine Power, whoſe Ways are wonderful, and paſt 
finding out z) aſſerting that without it, we cannot en- 


Rite, by which all true Believers muſt enter into 
the Church of Chriſt; that it muſt be done, be- 


Bleſſings of Juſtification and Sanctification, are firſt 
and chiefly derived in Baptiſm, i. e. with. Water; 
and terms it as Wilfulneſs and Obftinacy, in thoſe 


therefore ſayſt, They cannot have any Grounds for 
Hope of Salvation by the Goſpel-Covenant, (which 


Title to be called a Chriſtian, or to reap the Benefit 
of Chriſt's Mediation and Redemption, or become 
a Member of Chriſt's Church, or Profeflor of Chri- 
ſtianity, c. All which thou aſcribes to the Neglect 


Salvation of God without it: and tho thou wouldſt 
make it ſo rare, uncommon, extraordinary Caſe, as 
that of the Iſraelites being ſupported in the Wil- 
derneſs without the Staff of 3 the common 
Support of Nature, and their Souls being ſaved with- 
— Circumciſion, c. yet will it hold good, in a 
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40 
fears God, and work Righteouſneſs, Abel 27 
e Peter ſays, are accepied with Fike Þ is 
indeed the whole Scope and Lebe, of t e Doe: 


5 trine contained in Laered nat; 


Faurthly, As/to o thy Hint concerning ry a: mee Di. 
vine and an Atheiſt; has not any er to me, 
in that I never aue the Neceflity' of coming un- 
der 4 Baptiſm, nis. that of Chriſt's, in order (6M we 
attainable 9 it) to know . for m 
And am nat conſcious to myſelf (becauſe of * Dil. 


uſe of Water-Baptiſm) of deſpiſing, or treading under 


Foot, the Inſtitution of the Son of Gad, or counting 


it a needleſs Thing, (as thou ſeems to infer, bg 


cauſe. thereof; ) it not appearing, to me, ſuch. x di- 
vine and ſacred Thing. And believe, 8 A phe 1 
tion thou haſt made concerning the ſevere; 

ment, vis. Dying without Mercy, for the per. 


as” of e webe wi not Mere me 1 1 5 this 


® Lo th 121 


| Ng Thy Infuceing the Puschaſe 1 3 
whoſe. Title would be doubtful ber, ſu- 
2 a Fine, &c. does not reach my Caſe; being 

fully perſuaded, that” the uſing of Water-Baptiſa will 
no ways enforce: my Title or Claim to Salvation by 
Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe "Spiritual Bopriſem * mo W 8 8 


| um it, without the other, 


7 


Cirtbly. Thou rg 8 Nor- — 11 SHOT Reaſon; ; 
* aud mentions how that the Spivit of Goa ; moved at 


_ 4%: fort upon the: Face of the Waters to impr nate them. 


* and make them fruſctiſy, and gave 4 miraculous 
Virtus to the Waters of Siloam and. Betheſda, : for | 


* tbe healing of the Fleſb : Why ſbouid we t han dul, 


« gbas the ſame Spirit can, and-will anctiſy the Wor 
wh; tors 6 2 70 e ical mqſhing away of 
"og Sin. 


Anſtoor. 1 am Gar dem diſputing gal the Res 
fordbleneſs of-an —— 3 i . _ reyegl 
os ng his W { 


+ 2 


25 aſe „ 


chem, I cannot be 3 8 


8 o embrace that ſo bigh Eſteem and Opinion, - as 


ndeavours to bring me to, of their mirachlaus Virtue. 


— 
em 


— 
- #-< pe a 1 


Thy .Comparilav of Mes managing: their 
d npariſen of Men mar their 
mporal Affairs, as forming themſelves i960 Wine . 
ampanes and Societies, Sc. ſeems to enforce as if 
he Almighty was confined to direct Rules and Me- 
ods reſpecting Salvation, (as Men ate, ho carries 
outward Affairs) and fo brings in Water: 
It, 1 = INCQr- 
Without it ; 
That until 1 


hel, 
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OY Thon would: dah me an Offender: fo wt 
urging my Opinion concerning the Inſufficiency of-out. ©. 
ward Or inances and Inſtitutions, without acconipany'd il = 
with à good Life ; and that thoſe who were concern'd ſex 
to put that in practice, would be ſaved, whether they i 
were baptized or not with Elementary Water; and 
ſay'ſt, i: Caſe of Cornelius is a ey 80g A 
againſt that Opinion. 

The which I cannot agree ahh for it appears den 
to my Apprehenſion, that Cornelius was in a ſtate of 
Acceptance with God, before Perer was ſent to him; 
and that his being baptized with Water it was ſo) 
was not the means of his receiving thole ineſtimable 
Advantages the Almighty beſtowed upon him and the 
reſt, they having partook thereof, before any mention 
was made of Water. We have many Inſt ances in the 
holy Scriptures concerning the Invalidity of all outward 
Obſervations and Inſtitutions, even in thoſe very Days, 
when there is no diſpute to be made of their being 
commanded by God? to the Jews under the Law; 
the Lord very Mar ly reprehending the People, by: bit 
Prophets, for dwelling too much thereupon, a ney 
lecting the more welghty Matters within. As alli 
our bleſſed Saviour himſelf reproved that Generation 
for the ſame Crimes: And likewiſe the Apoſtles, iu 
their Epiſtles to the ſeveral Churches, all along endes Te 
_ Your to bring the Believers to the ' ſaving Power. of 
'Chrift within, and not to de nd upon outward Ob 
ſervations and Ordinances, as ufficient *thereto ; filing 


them but 'as weak and beggarly Elements, not being 20 
able to make the Comers ern 22 hy re car 
N to the Conſcience, tio 

wi 

. Nbg, Thou Comme: to IN as ts my. Belief « nme 
being baptized with the Spirit, and living in upright} Tes 
Converſation, will not be of any profit and advantage Alt 


and ſay'ſt, “ That if my evil ae, iale ee 
and corrupt Deeds, were laid before me, as tht 
Y * 2 regiſter a in God's Book, I Id behold fi 
6 dgk Srene as would mgks me tremble, "m cauj ri k 


by 1 06 * 


Mo 
© + 
2 


＋ 


/ 


for . on to o he neceſſity of a Mediator and Redeemer, 
ut- o plead and atone ſor bu]. 
d Anſwer. It appears to me that the very Belief and 
d [experimental Knowledge of the Baptiſm: of the Spirit. 
is..4- ſufficient Teſtimony of owning the neceffity of 
a Mediator and Redeemer, and of the benefit of his 
gracious Interceſſion and Atunement; and I am firmly 
perſuaded, concerning the Sufficiency thereof, to re- 
ove. that dark Scene occaſioned by my evil Thoughts, 
idle Words, and corrupt Deeds, which I believe Water- 
Baptiſm can never be able to perfect, tho thou lays 
ſo) It down ſo eſſentially binding and obligatory,” as: that 
vithout it. there is no reaping the Benefits of Chriſt's 
Mediation and Redemption, or a being either in- 
grafted into his Church, or becoming an outward Mem- 
der in it, or -Profefſor of Chriſtianity: or that the 
Belief in the Heart unto Righteouſneſs, or outward 
onfeſſion with the Mouth unto Salvation, cannot be 
Lyailable: but by that Means, Sc. Which is ſuch un- 
haritable unchriftian-like Doctrine, that, in my Opi- 
nion, ſhows the Propagators thereof very great Stran- - 
eg - ers to the Nature of true Chriſtianity; and gives great 
\dvantages to the moſt wicked and prophane, to lives. 
nd continue in the Contempt thereof, c. 


Tenthly, Thou now. turns the . comfortable ſide, 
(as thou terms it) and ſhew the Benefits and da- 
vantage. may be reaped in my receiving Water-Bap= - 
tiſm above: numbers o le round about 60 
carries no ſuch convincing Proofs and Demonſtra- 
tions, that that outward Obſervation will, in any_ 
wiſe, . perfect what thou promiſes will be conveyed to 


KAltho, I confeſs, thoſe Conditions are what I defire - 
A be in the practice of, which I am ſenſible: will, nos 
by all to. be done, as there is a true dwelling continually | 
14 fulp.the Fear of God, and keeping his Law, which is 
4 cauſſhrit in the Heart, and that nothing but a divine Power 
an bring unto, a W or meaſure of which 
| 82 8 55 CS ; 0 


1 as. © 
4 6 


% 


me thereby, vir. the Remiſfion of my Sins from m 


diem 


. | 0644) 3 
zj given to every one ds profit withal; Whielr great and 
good End Clones attaif to} without the wſs of Water. 
Bapüſth 5 defirinſ to be jomed te that Ohurtht and 
Peopke ho arè mote concerned for the practival Pan 
and Subſtance of Ohriſtianity tha to rely upon out 
ward: Shadows. and Ceremonies, wick is very villbk 
too ibo many have done, amt ſcrew them up to Article 
of Religion; and place Salvation upon them: a ſuff. 
© kföbf whereof thy Whoje Trcäti id » tnanife 
, ok He: Ho 


As to thy laſt Obfervation, eee the prej 
* ite of: Ednettion;' which then ſay ſt thou L's 
« (ible I ſuffer very much unter ; and ſo contiuaii 
eat un illgrimuen Opinion inſiuonces me agdin| 

« Reaſbn nnd Scripture,” I ſhall make this Reply to; 
That how fat foever that has made any Impreffiti 
upon me, I find it agreeable both to Reaſon and Scriy 


ture, which have not had that efeR as to make ml 


flight either; but, like the Bereans, I have ſearched th 
Scriptures concerning the Affair now in Controverſy by 
tween us; and; as it appears to my Underſtafiding, I han 
alteady- deelared. As to mentioning Pauls _ 
Pattern, who e in his Coenverſien ſtom Judaiſm ti 
Chriſtianity, I heartily wiſh I may come to a degree « 
_ Knowledge like as he did, who teſtified by wha 
Means he attaihed thereto, viz. by the Law of th 
Spirit ef Fife in Ghrift Jeſus; which made him fre 
from the Law of Sin and Death; \before which bl 
23 (cho ſabfect do outward Ordinances and l. 
ſtitutions) under the fad of Sin and Death: Whic 
thows 2 that all his dutward Performances coul 
neter do rhat great Work; and until People come tt 
the ſame Power within; they will ever lie under th 
ſame great weight and load which he cried. out '0 
as a wretched miſerable Creatute, wanting to be 1 
teaſed and Reed therefrom: The which 1 am fenfibl 
is che Qaſe of mrany, who applying to ſome Perſons, 4 
- thicikidg them able to 0 | what would be the md 
propet and direct Means to gain relief, who ' beildii 
inhem up with the Perfvemarices of theſe: vargard own 
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Deſteuſtion, in a golden Dream of Salvation. 
. - Anfdotherefote,, as, I cannot find any Igrumbeney on 
te (frops either a ſecret. Impulſe in my own Heart, or 
any Doctrine laid down by gur Saviour, or his Apoblles, 
in jeining ms to it) to wc: Water- Baptifm, I dare not go 
contrary to my own Senſe and Judgment cbncerning it, 
nor example others in that which I believe will not 
intitle either myſelf or them any more to true Member- 
ſhip in Cutiſt's Chuxroh, than what may be attained to b 
Faith in him without it; I ſhall therefore conclude wit 
the Words of Burnet to Law, who, after he had ſaid 
it was far from him, or from any Chriſtian, to judge 
or condemnthoſe who cannot ſatisfy themſelves that Chriſt 
'* bas required. the _ nuance of thoſe outward Actions 
* (meaning Water-Baptiſm, and that called the Lord's 
* Supper). which he never laid any ſtreſs upon, but 
42 Signs of inward. good Diſpoſitions 5 he then ſhows 
bim the reaſon thereof: I dare the leſs do this (ſays he) 
* zohen I obſerve what plain Difference our Saviour him 
ſelf bas placed between the Thing, and the Sign of it ®— 
Aud farther, when I conſider how ſinall a weight 
| © is laid on theſe two. Ceremonies of his own Inſtitu- 
tion (ſays he) in the Goſpel, in compariſon 5 the 
great weight which is there laid on Matters of quite 
© another nature; how often the one is ſpoken of, and © 
- * mnſiſted upon, and how. ſeldom the other : Tho IT con- 
* fefs to thoſe who believe them to have been Appoint- 
© ments of Chriſt, deſigu d to continue to the end of 
* the World, they become neceſſary ; inſomuch as all 
Obedience to Chriſt is weceſſary Fo the Salvation ß 
* Chriſtians, but not for any thing in the Ceremonies 
* thetuſelves.” TE i 8 N WE og 
I hope I may, without offence, uſe thy own Ex- 
preſſions ro me; weigh the Contents with a good Diſ- 
poſition and humble Mind, free from Prejudice or Par- 
tiality : And let the ſame Temper and Frame of Spiric 
abound in thee, as the above-mentioned Perſon declared 
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